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Welcome to famfamfam.com, personal s ite and web playground of
Birmingham (UK) based developer Mark James.

SILK ICONS - THAT'S YOUR LOT
11:11pm 12th March 2006

Permalink

After a hiatus for website updates, I have spent a little time tidying up the
free Silk web icons, adding a few of the many requested icons and a
sprinkle of others to complete the set. The original idea was to add another
100 or so and call it a day, but the closer I got to 1000 of the little things,
the more it felt right to make it up to a nice round figure.

So here we go, ‘Version 1.3’ of the Silk web icon set, with 1000 icons ,
including report icons, some new picture icons, some small XHTML/CSS
buttons, and some hardware drive icons. The feed icons have been brought
into line with new standard, and all icons have been compressed to lower
the files ize. For the sake of my inbox and my sanity, I'm now calling this  set
complete.

In other news, my RSS feed is  working again (thanks to everyone who
bought it to my attention every other day), and I'm moved over to my new
web host. I will be making a couple of updates to the flags soon, then I
hope to move on to something that requires a little less squinting.

Go download the Silk icon set. They're free, so you have no excuse not to.

ANOTHER 212 SILK ICONS
Permalink

9:47pm 4th October 2005

The free icon set has been getting pretty consistent downloads for a while,
and with 500 of the little things, its  not too hard to guess why. Of course,
that hasn't stopped you talented and hungry developers asking for yet more
icons, and who am I to refuse? In between buying a swanky new iPod nano,
and lying in bed feeling rather ill, I have been trying (moderately hard) to
satis fy your every icon need.

Now with over 700 icons, and including such oft-requested icons such as:
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Update: There are few Mint-inspired icons available at
http://www.famfamfam.com/lab/icons/mint/

users in suits , zoom icons which are not so horrifically ugly, media player
buttons, and file type icons (amongst others). Here comes ‘Version 1.2’.

Silk icon set

EVEN MORE SILK ICONS!
Permalink

11:55pm 10th September 2005

The feedback on the s ilk icons was totally unsuspected in volume, but
nevertheless thoroughly warmed my cockles. Thanks for everyone who
linked, blogged about, delicious'd, or insulted me in spanish about them,
and much thanks to the people who have started using them in some
(pretty good looking) websites and web applications. Thats what they exist
for, of course.

Anyhow, without further ado, I am releasing the next vers ion of the Silk
icons, the shockingly titled ‘Version 1.1’. Now containing exactly 500 icons.

Sorry to everyone who suggested an icon which I havn't got around to
making yet, keep your eyes peeled. More information about the silk
icon set (and download link)

AFTER EIGHT MINT
Permalink

0:35am 6th September 2005

Something has got to be pretty interesting to convince me to delay s leep,
and statistics can often be that thing. Again with minty Shaun-Inman-
flavoured news, my s ite is  now sporting spinkee new Mint statistics
logging. All the hype pointed to a release date of tommorow today (it is after
midnight, after all), which left me rather flatfooted when it was released
early, just minutes before I was planning to get an early night's  s leep.
Anyhow, heres a preview of my first ever Mint-tracked s ite hit (mysql,
depressingly):

The interface really is  lovely, although I'm a little tentative in proclaiming the
wonders of Mint, the reasons for which can await a post at a later date when
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I am more awake.

The installation gave me a few troubles, from quickly scouring the code
trying to hunt down my problem, I realised that I needed the ALTER priviledge
set up for my SQL user to install ‘Pepper’ (modules). There is  currently no
feedback on problems like this , it repeatedly told me it was installing fine.
The only other problem was the s lightly jarring feeling when you first load up
the stats, the default pepper was unloaded, causing s light worry.

Finally though, I get to return to beautiful s leep. Writing Pepper will have to
wait.

HOPPING WITH SHORTSTAT
Permalink

9:50pm 4th September 2005

Shaun Inman's ShortStat software is  nothing but addictive, especially with
the addition of the PathStats extension. But never one to be satiated, and
always one to be aroused by interactive visualisation of just this  kind of
data, I have quickly knocked together the TravelStats extension, which
displays a directed graph of the pages on the s ite, with the thickness of the
lines displaying the relative amount of people who 'hopped' between pages.

For a live preview, vis it http://www.famfamfam.com/shortstat/hops.php
(Requires java). The graph uses the prefuse interactive visualization
toolkit, and the data is  an XML file produced by a short hand-rolled PHP
script. It is  all a little haphazard at the moment, held together with bits  of
string and duct tape, I will release the code if it seems as if anyone cares to
actually vis it enough.

In s imilar news: Mint, the spiritual successor to ShortStat, will be
apparently released on the 6th, undoing all of my hard(?) work. Stats
software is  not hugely tricky to write, but as always Mr Inman and friends
also manage to add just that extra spikle of minty-freshness. Various
bloggers have been evangelis ing their beta copies, all strangely on the
same day, and it does look interesting. Not that I am peppermint-green with
envy at all (*wink*).

SILK ICON SET RELEASED!
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10:30pm 31st August 2005
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One of the main reasons for finally getting famfamfam.com online is  the
completion of this  new, open-source icon set for websites and web
applications. “Silk” is  a smooth icon set, containing over 300 16-by-16
pixel icons in strokably-soft PNG format, and growing all the time based on
requests by you. They work equally well on light and dark backgrounds, and
they don't cost a penny (release inspired by the Drunkey ♥ Love icon
set).

Use them to your heart's  content, and don't forget to leave ideas for
additions to the set! More information about the silk icon set (and
download link)

FLAG ICONS RELEASED!
11pm 30th August 2005

Permalink

Lots of websites and software use data about countries, especially web
applications that do statistics or user identification. One would expect that
good looking country flags would be abundant, yet having Googled long and
hard, I came up with very little. This , plus a week with little to do, resulted in
the following icon set.

“Flags” contains 239 small flag images in both PNG and GIF format, one
for pretty much every country in the world. It's  all free for any kind of use
(although theyre not big enough to wave around on your local holidays).

Get downloading and start us ing! They are all named by the correct country
code for the country, and there are even a couple of extra icons for us
Britons. More information about the flags icon set (and download
link)
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